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». AMENDMENTS TO ^HE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 . (Original) A process for the oxidation of jthfoethers to sulfoxides or sulfones or 
for the oxidation of sulfoxides to sulfones by tre^oHhio^e^or 
an oxidizing amount of e-phthalimidoperhexanoic acid^ 

Claim 2. (Original) A process as claimed in daimj 1 . wherein a thioether is oxidized to 
sulfoxide and a sulfoxide is oxidized to suifone, wherein e -phthalimidoperhexano.c acd 
is used in amount ranging from 0.8 to 1 .5 equivalents per equivalent of substrate. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended) A process as clairned In claim 1 . wherein a fcieeter- 
thioether is oxidized to a suifone, wherein e-phthallmldoperhexanoic acid is used .n 
amounts ranging from 1 .5 to 3 equivalents per equivalent of substrate. 

Claim 4. (Currently Amended) A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the oxidation 
is carried out at a temperature ranging from -20»Ci to the reflux temperature of the 
selvert&yent, for a reaction time ranging fromj0.5 to 24 hours. 
Claim 5. (Currently Amended) A process as claimed in claim 1 . wherein the oxidation 
is carried out in a wator mioc i bilo v/ater-rnisqjble Of immieefeiie immiscible , protic or 
aprotic organic solvent. j 

Claim 6. (Original) A process as claimed in dairrj 5, wherein the solvent is selected 
from aliphatic or aromatic chlorides, aromatic hydrocarbons, esters of a carboxylic acid, 
alkyl carbonates, alkanols. alky! or cycloalkyl ketopes. or mixtures thereof. 
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M g2msn of ,n intmn^i J^ffl n'rwi at haJ on* niHftwkto to at least one sulfone 
hv treatment of ths at least one «' 'ifavirift nrouA with an oxidizing amqunt qf e- 
nhthalimidope rhexanoic acid. 

Claim 8. (Currently Amended) A process as claimed in claim 7, wherein the biologically 
active compound is selected from the group consisting of moeafl^ mori i flnll n n lf o n o , 
L u l l n dJi. mlindnr n ilf n nn , dapeewe Bmeyazete ip-int nn mo l o. lonco p m ro l n , 



t i mopraao l o, plcopragolo, roboprazolo and oxomopraz o te & 
[^iBhen yjr^ 

jndene-3-acetir.ap,id fSullndac) ; (7)-fi.fluQro-2-me|hv1-1-ff4-(methvl- 
a i.lfQnvnohenv11mftthvleneM H -iriHBn ft -3.acetic ac|d (Sulindao-sulfone); Ml 
^..ifnnvlbenzengminfi /DapsoneV fi-m^how^rf^jmemoxv^.S^lmethvl^ 
nvririln V IWhvfl^'ifi"v»V1H.be P Timiri a zolefOmertra7ole);5^ifluoromethoxv-2n3,^ 
Him ft thr>w-2-DvriHinvhm et hvl1 fi ulfinY « 1.i H-hAnzimkf azolP (Pantnprazole); 2.f[[meth Y l^ 
^^^^uoroPthftyyVg^vridlnyilmethvllsulfinY H-y-h^" 2 ^^ 370 ^ (Lansoprazole);?.: 
rrf2. D vrldlnvnm«thvnsutf»nvll-l H Amzhnldazo ift fT|mr>prazo»ftV 5-eth0XVcarbpnyl-6- 



mAthvi.2tfr3- m e^ 

m ft th yi^3^ e tr^wDroD Q xvV2.D YriHln V l1m e thvl1s| ) lfinvlV1H-benzlmldazgte 
1 H-henzlmida7 ftlft (Exomeprazolel j 

Claim 9. (Original) A process as claimed In clairri*? wherein the intermediate 
compound containing a thioether group is selected from the group consisting of: 

1-(4-fluoropheny1)'2-(4-methylthio-phenyl)-pthanone; 

(Z)-5-fluoro-2-methyl-l-[t4-(methylthlo)-pheiiyllmethylenel-1H-lndene-3.acetic 



acid; 



2-[(diphenylmethyl)thio]aceticacid; 
2-[(diphenylmethyl)thio]acetamlde; 
4,4'-thlobisbenzenamine; 
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5-methoxy-2 [[(4-methoxy*3,5-dimethyl-2-pyridiny1)methyl]thlol-1H- 
benzimidazole); 

5^ifluoromethoxy>2-K4-chloro^-methoxyi-pyrldinyi)methyl]thio-1H- 

benzimidazole; 

5<ijfluoromemoxy-2[p,4^imemoxy-2-pyri^ 
2-iamethyM-(2,2,24rifluoroethoxy)-2^yridihyl]methyinhio]-1H-benzim^ 

2-{I(2-pyridinyl)methyl]thio]-lH-benziniidazile; 
5-ethoxycarbonyl-6-methyl-2 [[(3-methyl-2-j>yrklinyl)methyl]thio]-1 H- 

benzimidazole; ; 
2-[K3-methyW-(3-methoxypropoxy)-2-pyri^^ 

and 

(SH5-methoxy-2t[(4-methoxy^,5-dimethyif2-pyridtnyl)methyl]thio]-1H- 
benzimidazole). q 

Claim 10. (Currently Amended) A process as clajmed in claim/, wherein the 
intermediate compound containing a sulfoxide grqup is selected from the group 
consisting of oulindoc, modaflnti , /ZV5-fluoro-2-methyl-1-fr4-(methYl- 
ft .,ifln V lVhenvnmethvlen a1-1H-indene-3-3r.ftticacid (Sulindac), 2- 
f( H.phpn Ylm ft lhvlteuffin V naEetamide rModafinil), 1-(4-tluorophenyl>2-(4.methylsulfinyl- 
phenyl)-ethanone and 2-[(diphenylmethyl)sulfinyl]^cetic acid. 
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